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: fr GAN M. 6, ), 84... 
 WWherewithal ſhall T come before the 
Lord, and bow down my ſelf before the 
bib God ? | Shall I come before him 
with Burnt- Offerings, with Calves of 
—_—_— 

. Will the Lord be 2 75 with thou- 
ſands of Rams, or with ten thouſand 
Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Firſt- 
born Jo my Tranſgreſſion, the Wi of 
hy Body, for the Sm of my Si. 

He hath: ſhewed thee, O Man 

what ig good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
th God? | 
MHEN I read the foregoing 
Call Part of this Prophecy, inter- 
mall mix'd with ſeveral ' heavy 
= Judgments denounced againſt 
=— Y maria and Jeruſalem, for 


| che great and heinous Sins of (a) Ido- 
jatry , (5) Injuſtice, and (c) Oppreſſion, 


46 Ch. i. 5, C. (6) Ch. il. 17 2. (c) Ch. ii. 73 Ge. 
B 2 _ 


ee e e eee (4 ” Ps eee 
of (d) Cruelty, and Falſhood', and 
(what was like filling up the .Iniquity of 
the 4morites, Gen. xv. 16,) all this; ac- 
company id With the higheſt Stupidity, the 
moſt ſenſeleſs Contidence and Security,” that 
no Evil could come upon them, Ch. ili. 1 1. 
As alſo with moſt glorious Promiſes of 


Grace and Pardon, notwithſtanding all theſe 


nan to be made good to the Church, 

Ch. with- the expreſs Prediction of 
Chriſt's Birth; Kingdom, and Triumphs, 
Ch. V. and that however ungrateful they 
had alrendy been for that peculiar Conduct, 
and Protection of the Ahr hty ; whereby 

he had ſo lifted up, and eri the Jews 
againſt all the Enterprizes and Ri ons | 
of their moſt W 5. and ſubtle Enemies, 
Ch. vi. 3, 4 - When, I ſay, I read and 
conſider this, I cannot but look upon my 
Text in tlie Connection of it to-ftand as the 
Reſult of a troubled Mind, reflecting upon 
ſuch notorious Diſingenuity, and fluctuating 
amidſt the many Scruples and Terrors of an 
affrizhted Conſcience ariſing hence, fully 
ſenſible that there is ſomethings the Sinner 
ought to do to appeaſe that Holy Majeſty he 
hath ſo ſhamefully offended; as *tis in Pſahn 
xxv. 3. againſt whom they have tranſgreſſed 
without a Cauſe; but what he * not 5 


„ 
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þ- 7 
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I, (a) 2 ti, 1, 2, 3. — Vii 2, 3, 4. 
| diſturbed 


(5) 
diſturbed and diſtradted is he in the Horror: 
and Amazements of hit deep Guilt ; but ſo, 
that even under ſuch a Cloud, whilſt he is 
thus in the dark, and ſees no Light; (2) 
God ſhines in upon him with the war | 
of what it is he will accept, [what eaſy 
Satisfaction vr certain Atonement he re- 

And accordingly I ſhall ſuit the following 


Diſcourſe to enquire into the Nature of the 


Sinner's Fears and Anxieties in this Matter; 
and that, UE WI | 
I. As we reflect upon the Reaſonableneſs 
of his Addreſs to God, in his Troubles, as 
apprehending that tis to him he is to come, 
before him that he is to bow down. 
II. But withal, as ſecondly ve reflect 
upon the great Proneneſs there is in the 
Sinner in ſuch his Addreſs to take up with 
any Thing rather than what God appoints. 
Shall I come befare bim with Burnt-Offer- 
ing 0 &c. #44 : 
All. And then, thirdly, I ſhall proceed 
to ſhew the Goodneſs of God in directing 
him amidſt theſe Doubts in the moſt plain 
and rational Way of Duty and Obedience; 
He bath ſhewed thee, O Man! what is 
good, and what dath the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? 


A ———  — —  @©©O_ 


(a) II. I. 10, 


1. Of 


* 


A. Of the Reaſonableneſs of the Sinner's 
Addreſs to God in his Troubles, as appre- 


hending * tis to him he is to come, before 
him he is to bow down. W berewithal ſhalt 
Tanne before the Lord, &c. 

1 To him, in O ppoſition to * elſe; 
Sirefenuch/ 2s he only is infinite in all Pla. 
ces, and at all Times preſent to us; and 
habe it therefore-aſcribed to him as his ſpecial 
Prerogative (4) to be 4 God hearing Prayer, 
to be that Refuge and Strength, wh 1 4 
very reſent Help in Trouble, (Y) 36; 

. Now, if upon both en there 

; mip Heaven but him, none u 

Kant to be defired or applied to be- 

des him (d) if there be not any that 
Will anſwer us when we call, none of 
the Saints or Angels (ſo ſome read it) 
to whom we can turn; (e ) if Abraham 
be ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknowledge 
us not, or could the he made privy to 
our Petitions; yet, if they were —— 
capable of yielding any Relief themſelves, 
or otherwiſe authorized to mg them ta 
God; nay, if we are expreſſy forbidden ta 
have any Commerce or Reſor to the Dead 


for a People. 


—_— 


Finn 
- —_— 
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© (o) BL. Inv. . \ (6) Fr i 1. (4) r l- 8. 
(s) Job v. 1. (e) IG. vi. 3, 16. ka 
OF 


1950 
a) F the Prophet inveigh againſt. it, as 
N rs 6 wells imp Pac . 
b) to ſeek for the Living to the Dead, to 
— but to their God: If it be farther de- 
clared, that Naa b, Daniel and Job, i. e. the 
ma prevalent Interceſſors co diverting 
udgments, and obtaining great Bleſſings for 
= I they outs 95 
uently repeated (c), yet they ſhould de- 
| — 2 their own Souls. by their Righe 
The cb no Truſt is bis Saints (4) 

tet mo 14uſt in BIS Saint: 

if none Pay any Means redeem te Breath, 
nor give @ Ranſom to God for him 125 it 
the Angel before whoſe F oy eos fell down 
to warſhip him ftrifly probibies it, Cf) Jes 
- thou ds it na, for I am thy fellow Ser- 
vant; and if but a fellow Servant then no 
Object certainly of Divine Adoration, _ 
In a Word, if Chriſt only be that Angel, 
who in preference to all others is ſaid Nu. 
viii. 3. to ſtand at the Altar, having a gold- 
en Confer, to whom was given much, In- 
cenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the Pray- 
ers of all Saints ; it will undeniably follow 
that tis to God, in Oppoſition to any elſe, 
to whom the Sinner is to addreſs ; nor will 


| (a) Deut. xviii. 11. (6) If. viii. co- (e) Ezek. 
XIV. 14, 16, 18, 20. (a) Job xv. 15. (e) PC. xlix. 
17. (f) Rey. xix. 10—xil. 9. 


the 


— . —— "I. — 


(3) 
the nap” be excuſable if we ſhall give the 
Honour of God to another, no not though 
to the Bleſſed Virgin her ſelf, whoſe imma- 
culate Conception, ſhould we grant the Je- 
ſaits all they plead for in it, will not ſet 
her above the Merits of her Son ; Let her 
be filed the Mother of our Lord (2); we 
rejoice and triumph in the-glorious Appel- 
lation: Let her be weyapimopry molt high- 
Iy favoured, ſo great as none ever elſe was, 
= v. 28. *Tis the Happineſs and Exaltation of 
human Nature that ſhe was ſo, rhat God 
would IO be with her, as to be of her (in 
that Human Nature of the Meſlias, which 
was hypoſtatically united to the Divine) to 
be made of her Fleſh and Subſtance?; but 

et all this both in the Angels Salutation, 
and the Congratulation of Higabetb, v. 4.2. 
will amount but to Bleſſed art thou among 
Women, the happieſt moſt undoubtedly of 
that Race; but of that Race till, in the 
fame Rank, and Order of Nature, a Creature 
as the reſt of that Sex, and Species are, 
and not to ſhare in the Worſhip due only to 


the Creator. 
This therefore is the firſt Thing to be 


_ obſerved in the Reaſonableneſs of the Sin- 
ner's Addreſs to God in his Troubles, as 'tis 
to him in Oppoſition to any elſe, ground- 


— 


* 


(s) Luke i. 43. | X 
(s | ed 


(9) | 
de upon the Infiniteneſs of his Nature, as 
to his Onmipotence and Omnipreſence, which 
are requiſite to aſſure us, that be is a God 
bearing Prayer, and a very preſent Help in 
Trouble; which being no way applicable to 
any other, whether Saint or Angel, beſides 
ſo far from conferring any real Honour to 
them, as that it cannot but reflect the high- 
eſt Scorn and Contempt upon them, to have 
their Names and Holineſs made the Inſtru- 
ments of the moſt impure and reproachful 
Superſtition and Idolatry: And as for any 
who ſhall” thus take God's Name in vain, 
to lift it up and appropriate it to any, what- 
ever Vanity they give his Worſhip and Glo- 
y to, as to expect the Relief and Aid from 

em, which is only ſought from God, muſt 
leave them among thoſe whom he will not 
hold guiltleſs, Exod. xx. 7. 

2. *'Tis reaſonable the Sinner addreſs to 
God in Time of Trouble, as he is the juſt 
Inflicter of all whatever befals him; Men 
and Devils may be the Inſtruments, the Beaſts 
of the Fields, Fowls of the Air, ſenſeleſs 
and inanimate Creatures ; indeed any, the 
moſt inconſiderable Parts of God's Works, 
as in the Caſe of Pharaoh and the Ep ypti- 
ans, may ſerve to execute the Stroke, and 
aſſert the Honour of their Maker; but itis 
his wiſe Providence only, which muſt direct 


and over-rule it, and accordingly Amos 111 6. 
C the 


| (ito) | 
the Almighty: vindicates this to:hiuſetfs a8 
his peeuliar Prerogative, Shall there le Rui 
in 4 City. aud the Lord hath not dont it 9 
What, he do it who is all Merey! who hath 


no other Pomp wherein to make his Glory 


Paſs before Maſes, (a) hut that of his Good- 
nels, No. Name that be 2will proclaim bus that of 
his: Feing-meretful, gracious, Long-ſuffering; 
aud abundant in Goodneſe and Truth; keep- 

ing Mercy for Thouſand, forgiving: Iniquity;. 


Tranſgreſſion and Sin (h) Jus even this it 


ſelf is conſiſtent with- his greateſt-Severities,. 
and the Text implies the ſame; which to- 
the former Proclamation,” that he wilhby no 
Means clear the Guilty, immediately ſub- 


joins, That he is a God viſiting tie Sina of i 


the Fathers upon the Children, and upon the 
Childrens Children unto the third and fourth 
Generation. And if upon this Account Evil 
be in the City, Whether for our own, or the 

Sins of our Forefathers made ſo, by our con- 
tinuing in them, whether for our Puniſ. 
ment, or our Trial, whether for the Ruin, or 
Reformation of the Offender, for the 
ſtrengthning our own Faith, or the Example 
of others; if as tis in the forecited Amor 
ili. 6. the Trumpet be thus blown, ſhall 
not the People be afraid? Shall they not ſo 
tale the Alarm as to repair to the Banner of 


— 


— 


. (=) Exod. xxxiii. 30. () Ch. xxxiv. 6, 7. 


the 


Ci I 
che Lord of Hoſts, who thus ſummons their 
Obedience and Submiſſion to him, as being 
hut. ir moſt due to his Power and Juſtice, 
to that All-wiſe Providence, whereby he fo 
governs the World as to hold all the Parts 
of, it in a conſtant Dependence apon him, 
25 maſt chiefly thoſe upon Tobom he lays his 
7njliding Hand Becauſe, | - 

os Now it appears that we are under ano- 
ther's Controul; Afflictions however many 
tunes . glorious in the Succels, being thoſe 
{ory of Triumphs for which moſt Mens 

ourage does not ſerve them, Vir bones cum 
malis colluctans, though the good Man 
ſtruggling with Evil, be as the, Philoſopher 
boaſts it, a Conteſt worthy God the Spe- 
ator, a Prize fit for Heaven and Anz 
gels to applaud 5 yet how few are there, let 
me apply the Apoſtle's Words, who affect 
thus to he made the Spectacle, (2) or to 
tale Aſflidlions in their gentleſt Name, as 
they are the Chaſtenings of a Father? (2) 
yer neither are theſe ſo joyous for the pre- 

nt but that the Child dreads the Smart, 
and. is not eaſily reconciled to the Rod, tho? 
it be for his Amendment: And if fo, 
if what the Afflicted ſuffer be ſo contrary to 
the Deſign and Inclinations of thoſe wha 
are: the Subjects of it, this cannot but in 


4 ——— 


w 


> 


(a) 1 Cor. iv. 9. (5) Heb. il. 11. 


C 2 Reaſon 


E 
Reaſon. call off the Eye from the Burden 
they ſuſtain to look up to the Hand that lays 
it on them : Upon which Account God him- 
ſelf makes the Obſervation, (a) in their Af 
fiction they will ſeek me early \, that what- 
ever their Religion was in other Seafons, 
yet when this bowed them down they 
would learn to lie proſtrate before the 
Lord; but beſides that every Affliction we 
ſuffer is beyond our Power, for if it were 
not, there would be none calamitous or niſe- 
rable, and therefore reaſonable to addreſs to 
God in it; ſo | 8 
4. As to the Manner of it, the Hand that 


* 


| inflids the Stroke is many times altogether 


unſeen ; we ſee the {ad Effect, but as to the 
Cauſe and Means of it; the Degrees and 
Contrivance by which the growing Evil 
ripens upon us; what the ſecret Providence 
of Heaven ; what the Myſtery of Iniquity 
from Hell ; what the dark Plottings of our 


Enemies; how far any, or all of theſe are 


concerned in the formidable Appearance of 
Things; how far Heaven only permits; how 
far it licences and commands our Sufferings : 
Theſe are Things no way within our View 
or Obſervation, any farther than to bid us 
look as on one Hand to -him who is invi- 


ſible, ſo on the other to thoſe Things which 


(s) Hoſ. v. 15. 


are 


v . 08 4 * 


(13) 
are too viſible ; thoſe Sins and Provocations, 
Imean, which as the Prophet ſpeaks, I/ lix.1 2. 
75 — againſt us; teſtiſie to our Face, faith 

oſea, ch. v. 5. Whatever elſe in the Tranſ- 
action be hidden or obſcure, tis Odds that 
theſe are the open and manifeſt 2 7 
of our Miſery, and as ſuch cannot but infer 
an abfolute Neceſſity of addreſſing to God 
at once to remove the Guilt and the Puniſh- 
ment; ſo that in all theſe Caſes thu # the 
Voice of the Rod, that whoever is under the 
Laſb ſhould bear that, and him that bath 
appointed it. | 2" 
' And indeed whither ſhould the Miſerable 
addreſs but to bim who delights to do 

> 1 0 8 * | 


_ Whither the Weak repair for Strength, 
but-to the Almighty ? ue 
- Whitherthe Oppreſſed appeal, but to him 
to whom it belongs to break the Rod of the 
Oppreſſor? (a) 08 | 
- Whither the Guilty, but to him to 
whom Mercy and Forgiveneſs belongs? Dan. 


IX. 9. 

fnd to ſay Truth, the Rod hath no other 
Voice than this; all that is intended by tha 
ſevereſt Inflictions being but to bring us 
nearer to God, to lay us at his Feet and 
teach us Obedience by the Things we ſuffer x 


(a) If. ix. 4. 


Obe 


IM (14) 
Obedience to him, as that of à dutiful Sax 
to his ( Fathers Will and Pleaſure ; O $4 

bee too as that of loyal Subjects to thoſe 
Commands of his, which in our Proſperity 
we are apt to trangreſs: Nor is it reaſonable 
to think, however Men ſometimes harden and 


its Judgments, as Things which are 

75 above out of their Felt, Ch) that they 

Il alwaysbe fo , that their Eyes may not at 

ff Þppentd eich keen they for 

ced to confeſs that in all this the Lord fights 

e them 3 (c) that tis bis Hand which 
The 


tters the undiſcernible Thunderbolts; har 
Storm that falls upon them is by his 
irection who dwells in Clouds and thick 
arkneſs; (d) that whatever the. Purſe is, 
ig goth nat, cannot come cauſeleſs, Prot. 
XXVII. 2. And if not, I am ſure; the natural 
Conſequence is, that like the Child undes 
the Chaſtiſement of his Parent, we turn 
to him that ſinites us, direct our ſelves tg, 
that Phyſician of Value, zwho wonndt not but: 
that he may heal, applies none of his Severi- 
ties, none of his Corroſives, or whatever elſo 
3s, grievous, at preſent, but for the Welfare, 
and Recovery of his Patients. Tl ail 


- . 
— — 
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(a) Heb. v.8. (0 Pf. x 5 (0) Exod. xiv. 25 
(4) Pf. xcvii. 2. | 
gr) _ Only 


, 


* 


ourage themſelves in Impiety ; however 
te ve it out for a while againſt Heaven, 
and 4 


«4% os 4 "i VV ISI TT Foy BY CUI YH , 


Co) 
Only here the Unhappinefs; tliat tho“ 
they are ſenſible that this 1s che end of all. 


that as tis Iſaiab. xxxviii. 16 theſe Thinigel 


Men liue, yet they will not govern them 
ſelves by his Preſcriptions, at leaſt not with 
out mixing their own Skill, and relying upon 
their on Dlrections, which is the Occaſion: 
of all thoſe Miſtakes whereby Men impoſe 
upon themſel ves in the juſt Cures; the proper 
and genuine Remedies for a diſeaſed Soul! 
Such were thoſe the miſguided Zeal of the 
Jews liere led them to in the Text. 5 
Either other Remedies, or otherwiſe ag. 
plied than God preſcribes; which is the 
next Thing to be diſcours d by us, namely. 
2d; The Proneneſs there id in Man ii His 
Diſtreſs;. to take up with afry Thing, rather» 
than wliat God appoints. Shall I come before 
him with lirynt Offerings, with Calves of ai 
Tear old © Will the Lord be'pleas'd with 
Thouſands of Rams, or with Ten Thouſand 
Rivers of Oyl, ſhall I give my Firſt- born for 

my Tranſt reſſion, the Fruit of my Body for 
the: Sin of my Soul? 22 
That Burnt- Offerings were commanded 
in the Law; that Calres, Rams, and Oil 
were Part of the Levitical Sacrifices, is too 
well known to be here inſiſted on; as alſo, 
that they were acceptable, when prefemed 
according to the Divine Rule; and as for 
what it was that made them not _— 
lere 


(16) 


Here muſt proceed from ſome Miſcarriage in 


them that made the Offering, whether re- 


lying upon the outward Performance of the 


„without looking to the inward Wor- 
ſhip and Spiritual Intention of the Sacrifice, 
as twas to be accompany d with Faith, Hu- 
mility, Contrition, Love, and Reverence 
of that Divine Majeſty, who was thereby 
to be atoned; or ſo putting a Value upon 
the Sacrifices themſelves as to forget that 


they were only Types and Figures of that 


real Atonement and Satisfaction to be made 
by - Chriſt, Now, this was applying the 
Remedies otherwiſe than preſcribed. And 
as for what follows, of giving their 
Firſt-born for their Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit 
of their Body for the Sin of their Soul, that 


was applying quite other Remedies, depend- 


ing upon ſuch broken Reeds as would pierce 
the Hand that lean'd on it, truſting in 
fuch miſerable Comforters as can yield no 
Relief. . 
And here had I leiſure to run thro' the 
Cauſes of both theſe Miſtakes, it would ap- 
that all this flows from the Ignorance 
and Pride that is naturally in the Heart 
of Man; for thinking that ſomething is to 
be done to reconcile them to an angry God, 
ſomething to be interpoſed to skreen them 
from the Cloud that hangs over their Head, 
ſomething to make amends for the Indigni- 
| | Nes 


eee a am co... 


222 


(37) 
ties they have offer d Heaven, they h 
the Bounty of their large Oblations ſhall 


accepted as Peace Offerings, the cruel Vi- 


ctim of others Blood, eſpecially if it be ſo 
near their own, as that of their Firſt- born; 
the Fruit of their own Body make a juſt 
Oblation and Atonement ; not in the mean 
time conſidering, that let their Offerings be 
ever ſo profuſe, yet they can give nothing 
but what themſelves firſt receive from the 
more exceſſive Liberality of him, to whom 
they offer it: And then, as to their bloody 
Sacrifice, will they hope to beſpeak Mercy, 
by the moſt cruel and inhumane Bar- 
barities ? | 

ls not this to be moſt ignorant of the 
Divine Nature, which is all Goodneſs, and 
delights in nothing more than being benefi- 
cial and gracious to Mankind, But beſides, 
that this proceeds from the greateſt Ignorance 
of the Divine Nature to hope to atone him 
with ſuch Expiations ; ſo is it not without 
the Mixture of the moſt Inſolent Pride, that 
they preſume to make ſuch Oblations, the 
Language of all this being but thus much, 
that they would fain give ſomething of their 
own, although, if they would but conſider 
to whom they pretend to do it, they would 
find they have nothing of their own to give, 
nothing in all this that is properly theirs, 
but the Sin of adding their own Inventions, 
| | 'Þ the 


of o 
3 L I 
. 
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(18) 
the Arrogance of blending his Service with 
that Will Worſhip which he muſt needs de- 
teſt; nay, if they would but well weigh it, 
muſt themſelves abhor and condemn, as ha- 
ving no other Significancy than that they 


ſet themſelves in the Place of God, whilft 


they preſume to 88 his Worſhip ;, and 
how far that muſt be from atoning for their 


other Sins, or from diverting his Judgments, 


is not difficult to imagine. 
And here I could wiſh, that as among the 


the Jews in my Text, ſo among the Chri- 


ſtians too, that is, thoſe at leaſt who aſſume 
the Name, there were not found thofe, who 
have built their whole Religion upon theſe 
Principles; thoſe I mean, who to the Peo- 


ple have made Ignorance the Mother of De- 


votion, but their own Pride and Arrogance, 
the Meaſures whereby they preſcribe it. 

But this being a Subject, however unac- 
ceptable, however odious to the Spirit, and 
Meekneſs of the Goſpel, yet a Subject that 
ill Men have forced us to, But I paſs on at 
preſent to the th!r1 Head, namely, as we, 

3 dly, Conſider the Goodneſs of God in 
directing the Sinner in his Diſtreſs, by the 
moſt plain, and rational Way of Duty and 
Obedience: He hath 'ſhew'd thee, O Man, 
what is Good, and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do Tuſily, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy ho ? 

| © 
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The moſt plain and rational Way, I fay, 
becauſe ſuited, | | 
1. To the Nature of Man, who is to be 
ingaged m the Duty, » #6 4 
2. To the Nature of Col, to whom it is 
to be paid. 
iſt, To the Nature of Man, who is to be 
ingaged in the Duty; as what is here pre- 
ſeribed is ſuited to the firſt Principles and 
Notions of Reaſon; 


For if there be ſuch a Thing as Reaſon 


that diſtingutthes Man from Beaſts, it muſt 
be exemplify'd in the Love of Juſtice and 
Mercy; Fuſfiice, as tis the Bottom and 
Foundation of all Society ; and Mercy, as 
tis the proper Gloſs and Comment up- 
on Humanity; to be juſt to others, becauſe 
we _— the fame from them; to be 
merciful, becauſe we do but compaſſio- 
nate our own Nature, which is liable to the 
ſame Wants and Diſtreſſes we pity and re- 
lievr in others; but much more compaſ- 
ſionate, when we conſider that Nature ta- 
ken into a near Relation and Alliance by 
Religion, as we are now in a Spiritual, as 
well as natural Affinity to one another. 
Again, to be juſt to others, becauſe tis the 
Fuſtice of God we have to deal with in our 
Afflictions, and muſt not hope that thould 
favour us, whilſt we continue in any Act or 


Allowance of Injuſtice. 
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To be merciful, ny 'tis Mercy the 
Sinner in his Diſtreſs ſtands in need of, and 
muſt be very abſurd to think that the Eyes of 
God's Providence will be intent over him for 


Good, his Ears open to his ws whilſt he is 


blind and deaf to the Miſeries of others. Once 
more, todo juſtly, and love Mercy is the moſt 
plain and eaſy Rule of Obedience; becaufe 


tis what every one profeſſes, what none is, 


or can be ignorant f; it being ſummed: up 


in this, that he doto others as he would that 
Men oy do to him, And then as to walks 
ing humbly with God, doth not Reaſon tell 
us we are his Creatures, and the Work of 
his Hands? Doth not Experience tell us we 
have our conſtant Dependence upon him ? 
Doth not Conſcience tell us, tis for our 
Sins if we ſuffer, tis becauſe we have offen- 
ded his Majeſty ? and if {o, have reaſon to be 
humbled before him; becauſe *tis he who 
hath declared the Sentence of Death againſt 
Sin; tis he who punithes the Sinner now 
but lightly, but for a Seaſon 5 but will in- 
expreſſibly, will eternally puniſh the Impe- 


- nitent, . e. thoſe who do not ſo walk hum- 


bly with him, as to fall proſtrate before his 


Temporal Judgments, ſo as to decline thoſe 


that are everlaſting. 

Again, as this is the plain and rational 
Way of Duty, becauſe ſuited to thie Nature 
of Man, who is to be ingaged in it, ſo is it; 
becauſe 
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2. becauſe ſuited to the Nature of God to whom 
'tis to be paid. For what is there whereby 
we judge of the Nature of God, but by his 
Attributes? ſuch as infinite Power, infinite 
Juſtice, infinite Truth, infinite Good nels, 
infinite Mercy: Now if to do Juſt by and 
love Mercy be the Commands of this God; 
if to wall humbly with him be ſuitable to the 
Dread and Awe we have for ſo tranfcendent 
a Majeſty ; 1fthis be the Senſe the reafon- 
able Creature hath, and can indeed have no 
other Senſe of ſuch glorious Excellencies in 
the Divine Nature; what can be the Reſult, 
but that they ſhould imprint the Notions 0 
Indiſpenſable Obedience and Humility in the 
Creature ? as tit Fer. x. 7. Shew that 
this Kine of Nations is to be fear'd and a- 
dared, that of Right it doth appertain 10 
ſuch an Incomprehenſible Immenſe Being. 
I ſhall add but; one Corollary, by way 
of Uſe from the whole, and that ſhall be 
to encourage the diſtreſſed in their Ap- 
proaches to this Being. 

Wherewithal ſhall I come before the Lord, 
and bow my ſelf before the High God? 
Wherewithal 1houldit thou come but with 
Juſtice, Mercy and Humility, with the Pra- 
ctice of thoſe Virtues, and Graces that he 
requires from thee ? Doth thy preſent Mi- 
ſery preſs heavy upon thee, or thy Fears 
preſs heavier ? Att thou in the greateſt, 


Streight 
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Streight, ſuch as thou haſt neither Coun- 


eil nor Might whereby to relieve thy ſelf 


in? Wiuther ſhouldſt thou reſort but to 
him who can infatuate the Wiſdom,” over- 
throw the Power of his Enemies: 


Is the Stroke thou art under ſo ſeeret and 


undiſcernable, as to the Hand that gives it, 
that thou know'ſt not where to fix the 
Cauſe? Or is thy own Carriage fo inoffen- 


five, as that thou canſt not read the Rea- ; 


Jon of the Calamity there? J 
What is all this but a manifeſt Declara- 
tion that tis from Heaven, not without the 


Providence and Direction of an All- ſeeing 


Eye? That though thou haſt tried and 
ſearched thy Heart, and canſt find no Iniquity 


there, yet there's a nearer Scrutiny thou art 


to paſs in God's Search ; ſomething that thou 
art to purge out; ſomething of which thou 
Art to be cleanſed; ſome Droſs to be done 


away by the Refiner's Fire thou art paſſing 


throug. | 
Doth the Rage of the'Oppreſlorie upon 
:thee ? Conſider whether there be not ſome 
Injuſtice that thou haſt ſhewed to others 
which hath licenſed his Rage. 
Is it the Cruelty of the Wicked thou la- 


boureſt under? And is there nothing where- 
in thy Unmercifulneſs hath given him the 
Example? 


Is it the Pride and Inſolence of evil 


Nen with which thou art perſecuted? And 


may 
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may not this be à juſt Return for want of 
Humility to thy God? Conſider in all thou 
ſaftereft what thou art conſcious to thy ſelf, 
that thou oughteſt to amend 3 and whatever 
it be, ſet heartily to the Work, as being ſe- 
care, that whatever other Offerings are, the 
Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs will not be reject- 
ed; that if what is thy reaſonable Service, 
thou ſhalt preſent thy Body a hving holy 
Sacrifice, *twill be acceptable to God, Nom. 


If thou make thy Soul a ſpiritual Offering 
bring the Incenſe of a good Life, this will 
be a ſweet ſmelling Savour in his Noſtrils. 

If thou do juſtly and love Mercy, this Re- 
ſemblance, this Imitation of the Divine Na- 
ture, cannot leave thee withont Hopes of 
enjoying him, who has beſtow'd theſe Di- 
vine Qualities upon thee here below, in or- 
der to thy greater Perfection above, 

Then thou ſhalt be above thoſe Troubles 


which now make thee deſirous to Addreſs to 


God. 
Above thoſe Doubts which now ſollicit 


thy affrighted Conſcience, and puzzle th 


Devotion; above thoſe Fears that diflraf 
thy Repentance, and are apt to betray thee 
to Superſtition and Idolatry, 

In a Word, when the righteous God ſhall 
in the infinite Rewards of Duty return thee 
all that Juſtice thou art will now to 
Practice. Repay 


17 
carts. 24: N | | 
7 Repay thee tem Thouſand times ten Tho 
\ Repay thee ty Love of Mercy, in, ma- 
| king thee the eternal Subject of his Mercy. 
1 Abundantly, moſt adyantageouſly recom- 
.= penſe all thy Humility, in lying at his Foot- 
| ftool, by exalting thee to wy own Throne 
| of Glory - 1 1 
4 J which, &c, 


il HERE will 1 ell be publiſned A 
1 True and Impartial State of Mr. Kin- 
ji my s CASE, 


